Migration and Education in Portugal

In order to enrich the background document and to better prepare the debate, we ask your council to formulate an answer to the two following questions:

A. What are, in your country, the biggest challenges for migration and education?

B. What are, in your country, the policy concepts related to migration?  In other words: in which context is migration placed from the policy point of view?  Does it have to do with inclusive policies, with special needs education, with social cohesion policies,...?

***

A. Challenges for migration and education
Essentially, these challenges include the successful integration of immigrants and their descendants.
B. Policy measures
Following an initial plan which was successfully developed between 2007 – 2009, a II Plan for the Integration of Immigrants (2010 – 2013) is underway with the aim of complete integration of immigrants, especially in the areas of culture, language, employment, professional training and residence. This programme is aimed at social cohesion and equality of opportunities and to promote the integration of immigrants into Portuguese society as well as intercultural exchange. 
This Plan was based on a joint effort of all the ministries and contributions and proposals requested from civil society, especially immigrant associations, members of the Consultative Council for Immigration Affairs (COCAI), the Equal Opportunities Commission and against Racial Discrimination (CICDR), the network of researchers of the Immigration Observatory.
Range of the Plan
The 90 measures of this Plan are distributed in the following areas of intervention:
1. Reception;

2. Culture and language;

3. Employment, professional training and business dynamics;

4. Education;

5. Solidarity and social security;

6. Health;

7. Residence;

8. Justice;

9. Racial discrimination;

10. Access to citizenship and civic participation;

11. Immigrant associations;

12. Descendents of immigrants;

13. Aged immigrants;

14. Relations with the country of origin;

15. Promotion of diversity and intercultural understanding;

16. Related issues;

17. Human trafficking.

There are ten measures within the field of education involving different ministries and organisms:

· Boost training for intercultural understanding in continuous teacher training (ME/DRE/DGIDC; PCM/ACIDI, I. P.; MCTES/DGES)

· Definition and implementation of recommendations for forming balanced classes and adapt school strategies to receive foreign pupils and descendants of immigrants (ME/DGIDC/DRE).

· Improvement of statistical data regarding cultural diversity in schools (ME; PCM/ACIDI, I. P.)

· Variation of educational and training offers (ME; MTSS; MCTES/DGES; PCM/FDTI)

· Integration of intercultural mediation within the school context in the scope of the Educational Territories Programme of Priority Intervention (ME)

· Support for foreign students in school social activities at all levels of education (ME; MCTES)

· Dissemination of intercultural  pedagogic resources together with the schools (PCM/ACIDI, I. P.; ME/DGIDC/DRE)

· Dissemination of good habits in the reception, support and integration of students descendents of immigrants (ME/DGIDC/DRE)

· Support in the reception and integration of foreign students and descendents of immigrants in Portugal (ME; MCTES/DGES)

· Iniciative «SEF go to school» (MAI/SEF; ME) to facilitate the processes to regularize the documents of under-age immigrants who attend state schools.
Coordination and monitoring of governmental policies 
Since 1996 the policy of reception and integration of immigrants has been coordinated by  the High Commission for Immigration (ACIME and subsequently ACIDI). Whilst a public institution, this organization under the supervision and guardianship of the Prime Minister or other member of the Government integrated in the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, has as its function to collaborate in the conception, execution and evaluation of public policies, transversal and sector, relevant to the integration of immigrants and minority groups as well as encouraging discussion among the various cultures, ethnic groups and religions. The ACIDI created an Immigration Observatory with the aim of increasing knowledge of the reality of immigration in Portugal. 
All this effort has been the target of very positive endorsements at international level, especially MIPEX — Índex de Políticas de Integração de Migrantes (Index of Policies of Migrant Integration) (2007) and, more recently, in 2009, in the United Nations Report on Human Development, which classifies Portugal in first place in integration policies of immigrants. 

