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Attended events : October - November 2011
1 Presentation Seminar  on  the European Institute on  Lifelong Learning  (EILL)

EUCIS- LLL, in the building of the European Economic and Social Committee, Brussels

9 November 2011  

Gina Ebner,  EUCIS-LLL president, explains the objectives of this meeting: 
· to present the concept of the EILL and 
· to collect feedback.  
She stresses the fact that, at this moment, the EILL is just a concept.  
The idea is the result of the awareness that two gaps exist:

· A gap between research, practice and policy makers.  There is a need for translation. 

· A gap between ongoing innovation (in projects) and the bigger audience.  How to reach all relevant stakeholders?

Renate Heinisch, EESC, supports the idea because such an institute would enhance sustainability, whilst existing projects only last for one or few years.

Tomasso Grimaldi, chair of the EUCIS-LLL working group on the sustainability of LLL, refers to the fact that EUCIS-LLL is part of the ‘liaison group’ of civil society working together with the EESC.   The working group commissioned a feasibility study analysing what specific role the EILL could play.  
This meeting is an opportunity to ask two questions to the audience:

· Do you want such an institute?

· What could be your role?  (it is essential that all actors can take part in the bottom up approach)
Audrey Frith, EUCIS-LLL director, presents EUCIS-LLL and this new EILL.  The presentation will be made available at the EUCIS website.  The mission of EILL is to participate in the creation of the knowledge society and support individual and collective emancipation and well-being through the development of LLL.  The general objective is to investigate LLL policies, strategies, systems and practices and to cooperate with existing LLL organisation at local, national, European and international level.   The EILL will combine an on line knowledge portal and face to face encounters.  

The feasibility study identifies three possible scenarios:

· A balanced online and face-to-face apporoach to cooperation 

· A knowledge portal to dialogue with citizens

· A ‘council’ of European LLL key actors

Main aims are to

· Share and disseminate information and create knowledge on LLL

· Support learners

· Stimulate cooperation

· Raise awareness and analyse favourable conditions

· Identify knowledge gaps

· Bring in the voice and expertise of civil society 
The institute will be coordinated by EUCIS and its members will be directly involved.  Permanent staff of 3-4 persons will be needed (editorial team), an advisory body (with representatives from policy makers, from research, from good practices), national correspondents in 27 countries, national experts and researchers. 

The online portal will be interactive, quality oriented and multilingual. The face to face encounters will consist of training sessions for national coordinators, of peer review seminars at national level, of an annual thematic conference with recommendations to policy makers and to research.  

In order to realize all these plans, budget is key.  EUCIS wants to avoid project financing. The minimum budget is 400.000 euro, the optimum budget 1.250.000 euro.  It is advisable to rely on various sources for funding, since EILL should be the voice of society and should not be influenced or conditioned:

· Contributions from platform organisations

· Public support (European and governemental)

· Contributions from sponsors and foundations

Questions and remarks from the audience

Most participants support the idea of the EILL as a means to have easy access to different good practices.  The institute can connect different stakeholders. However, if spreading good practice is the only aim, the EILL will be of not much added value.  The main aim has to be the will to realize changes in education and training. 

Participants suggest to narrow the target group in order to make the work of the institute more effective.  

What’s next?
In the months to come, the working group will try to be more practical, come with more concrete proposals.  They will look for sustainable financing.  As long as there is no financing, a timeline cannot be presented.  

2 Lifelong Learning Infoday

Brussels, 28 October 2011

This Infoday is brought by the European Commission (Direction General Education and Culture) and the Education, Audiovisual & Culture Executive Agency, which is responsible for the day to day management of most centralised parts of the Lifelong Learning Programme.

The objective is to give useful information on the priorities of the 2012 call and what's new to the programme, as well as practical advice on the preparation and submission of proposals, and on the management of grants, and to offer to the participants the possibility to speak to the key players from the Lifelong Learning programme, and with other participants organising projects. 
Pierre Mairesse (European Commission, DG EAC), introduced the day with a conference on the policy context and priorities.  He mentioned, amongst other things, that the existing programmes (Lifelong Learning Programme, Youth in Action, International Higher Education Programmes) will be brought together in one single integrated programme called ‘Education Europe’,with three different strands: Learning Mobility, Institutional Cooperation and Policy Support.

Gillian Mc Laughlin (EACEA) explained submission and selection procedures.

EUNEC participated at two workshops:

· Dissemination of results (Key Activity 4)

· Contractual and financial aspects 
All presentations are available at the following link:
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/events/infodays_2012/infoday_llp_2012_en.php 

3 The role of social partners in implementing European tools and principles

Brussels, European Parliament, 24-25 November 2011

EUNEC participated at this conference, organized by Cefefop.  A report will be included in the next ‘attended events’ document. 
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