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B Teaching Council for Wales leader, Angela Jardine, says it is vital to maintain the attractiveness of teaching to talented graduates

Cuts ‘must not harm
the qua]ity of teaching’

A TEACHING leader in Wales
has wamed that education
budget squeezes should not af-
fect teaching quality.
Chair of the General Teaching
Council for Wales, Angela Jar-
dine, warmed that maintaining
Lea:_hmg as an “atiractive pro-
~ession” was “essental for the
health and suceess of Wales”.
Ms Jardine — a practising
teacher — said that funding re-
ductions shuu]d not be allowed
to jeopardise the quality of
teaching which, she said, “is at
the very heart. of the system”.
She was ing her voice to
the debate that emerged after a
statement from the European
Network of Education Councils
(EUNEC) that wamed EU gov-

fathhgtﬂm\festh‘ltheftmlreof
education.
The which was

fomnﬂmdbymdmmdedu—
#ation councils from 12 EU

long-term wellbeing of Europe.

It said: “Shrinking budgets
should not become an obstacle
in the implementation of edu-
cational reforms. If there have
to be euts in budgets they
should not be aimed at devel-
4 “In this regard EUNEC is
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most concemed about the neg-

ative impact on the teaching
fession. The

of the teaching profession

should be one of the comer-

hrightest.andbest.peoplermsﬁ
see teaching as a career in
which they can achieve their full

pmenﬂal a.l‘ld in which their

be developed con-
tmua.ﬂy
“Naturally’ we recognise theé™

needrcrbudgetmwa;ﬂus ‘

time, but it is a question of
priorities, and maintaining and
increasing the attractiveness of
‘to the most talented
gmduarm must be one of the
highest priorities.

“That is what really affects
the qlmhtyofvﬂm:thesystem
delivers to our children.”

She also gave backing to the
lyﬂovermnemsF(}und
ation Phase, which she said had
the potential to “build bright
futures for children in Wales”.

“Let us not allow the promise
inherent in flagship policies like
thambedmnushedby}ackoi‘

. They wamned that failure to
wotﬂd_l_:e"d.isasinms for social

The BEUNEC statement con-

cluded by calling on all

Furopean govemments and
policy makers to treat education
as an investment that brings
proven retumns to the economy,
rather than an or a

‘burden on the exchequer.

Ms Jardine's warning follows
the Estyn report on the state of
Welsh schooling, which iden-
tified shonomﬂ.ngs throughout

that schools were falling behind

courl across Europe.
Mslem said systems to

track leamers' progress

throughout their education are

~ “not good enough” and that it

was inconsistent and “not ro-
bust enough”, making it difficult
to identify gaps in basic skills
and to plan support in a con-
sistent way.

Ms Keane said: “Yes, we have
made some improvements, but
we haven't progressed enoug'l

mdaurown

An  Assembly Government
spokesman said that it wel-
mdﬁmthempmtatmwedit

ards and will now consider the
repnﬂmdemﬂbefoteprel’anng
our response.”
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